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Biographer Anthony Summers allege* J. Edgar Hoover (above) 
wu * uSn'iuyiupi'eu iWiVirqra*^ -•••• •— ~ ,J ~ el r-*» Tolsof. 
(loft) , and the photo wa* u*ed to blackmail Hoover into leaving 
the mob alone. 



Hunting 



Hoover's 
Secret Life 

Tale of paranoia, excess, blackmail 

Summers says 
Hoover was a 
publicity- 
grubbing, 
hypocritical 
man who al- 
lowed gang- 
sters to thrive 
and contribut- 
ed to the mas- 
sacre at Pearl 
Harbor. 



BY TOM IEVY/THE CHRONICLE 




BY ALICE KAHN 

■CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

J Edgar Hoover wore a 
dress. Thanks to Anthony - 
Summers’ new book, "Of- , 
ficial and Confidential: 
The Secret Life of J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver” (Putnam, $25.95), we know It 
was a black flouncy number ac- 
cessorized with black lace stock- 
ings and high heels. 

This is not what Summers 
wants us to remember about a 
project that took him five years 
and cost him all but $50,000 of 
the $750,000 advance he receiv- 
ed. 

On a book tour now, Sum- 
mers is trying to focus attention 
on more than the FBI director’s 
sexual and sartorial preferences. 
He insists that he’s not the one 
focusing on the drag queen sub- 
plot. He ev$n refused a request 
from People magazine that he be 
photographed next to a Hoover- 
looking bulldog in a tutu. 

In the course of interviewing 
850 people, Summers discovered 
a bit more about Hoover’s 47- 
year reign as the nation’s top 
crime stopper. It’s enough to 
make you think the letters "FBI” 
stood for fakery, bullying and in- 
nuendo. 

Summers says he learned 
that the head of the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation kept elabo-.. 
rate confidential files — often 
from illegal wiretaps and hidden 
cameras — on the sexual prefer- 
ences, peccadilloes and most em- 
barrassing moments of congress- 



men, presidents, journalists and 
just about anybody else he cared 
to control. He blackmailed early 
and often, according to Sum- 
mers. 



tel room; that Martin Luther 
King could not enjoy the Nobel 
Peace Prize that Hoover thought 
he deserved because Hoover 
showed him compromising 



Just to list a few of the sensa-_ ph°t° s two days before he ac- 
tional ploys Summers says Hoo- ce Pted the prize; that JFK knew 
ver used: He made sure that FDR that Hoover had a file lending 
knew he had a file on Eleanor _ credence to reports of a conceal- 
Roosevelt’s sex life, including li- e d first marriage; that Lyndon 
aisons with a young man in a ho- HOOVER: Page B4 Col 1 
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HOOVER: Accessorized With Lace 



